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Eti Alüminyum’s Contribution to Vocational Education:
Strengthening the Industry-School Bridge with Sanayi Z.0
Eti Alüminyum, Türkiye’s only primary aluminum producer, continues the “Sanayi Z.0 Program” to strengthen cooperation between industry and schools and to train a qualified workforce. Launched in 2021 under a protocol signed with the Ministry of National Education, the program provides scholarships, internships, and practical training support to students of Seydişehir Vocational and Technical Anatolian High School. During the program, 200 students have participated in the internship program and had the opportunity to develop their vocational skills.
Operating as a global brand under Cengiz Holding, Eti Alüminyum continues to support vocational education through the “Sanayi Z.0 Program” carried out with the Ministry of National Education’s Directorate General of Vocational and Technical Education. Initiated in the 2021–2022 academic year, the program aims to contribute to the vocational and technical development of students studying in the machinery, electricity, metal works, and chemistry departments of Seydişehir Vocational and Technical Anatolian High School. Within the scope of the program, scholarships are provided to successful students, while students complete their compulsory internships at Eti Alüminyum facilities. Technical workshops are established within the school, and Eti Alüminyum engineers provide one-on-one mentorship to students. Since the program began, 200 students have participated in internships and 180 students have received scholarships. The existing 4 technical workshops have been modernized with technological equipment suited to contemporary needs. In addition, a computer laboratory was established to support technical drawing training. Lathes and milling machines were added to the existing workshops. To enhance students’ field-related skills and their ability to solve practical problems, consumable material support was also provided.
“INDUSTRY-SCHOOL COOPERATION IS A NECESSITY FOR OUR FUTURE”
Eti Alüminyum General Manager Mehmet Arkan emphasized that the “Sanayi Z.0 Program” contributes not only to education but also to the future of Türkiye’s production, stating:
“Today, for sustainable industrial production, not only technology and capital but also qualified human resources are indispensable elements. We designed the Sanayi Z.0 Program with this perspective. The journey we carry out together with Seydişehir Vocational and Technical Anatolian High School students continues not only in classrooms but also in workshops, in the field, and in real production environments. Our goal here is not only to equip our youth with technical skills but also to instill in them self-confidence, work discipline, and a sense of responsibility. We see industry-school cooperation not as an option but as a necessity for the future of our industry and our country.”
While underlining the value of vocational education and supporting students, Eti Alüminyum leads the sector with the “Sanayi Z.0 Program,” offering an inspiring model for schools and industrial organizations. With its structure advancing through the triangle of student-teacher-engineer, the program stands out as a sustainable and practical learning model where education meets the field. Within the scope of the program, students are supported not only in technical skills but also in sectoral awareness and career planning. At the end of the program, students applying for jobs are given priority in employment opportunities.
ABOUT ETI ALUMINYUM:
Founded in 1967 and beginning production in 1973, Eti Alüminyum has been operating under Cengiz Holding, one of the leading groups of industry, since 2005. After its acquisition from the Privatization Administration, the facilities underwent modernization, capacity expansion, and technological investments exceeding USD 700 million to date. Thanks to these investments, Eti Alüminyum today operates the only integrated facility in Türkiye capable of producing from mine to final product, with an annual production capacity of 82,000 tons of aluminum. The products are used in a wide range of industries, from window profiles to airplanes, and from tourism to the defense industry.
